
Call for proposals:  

Integrated social and natural science related to ice melting 

A key role of ARCTOS is to facilitate state of the art research in Arctic marine ecology. An 
integrated part of this is research on how the physical environment influence biology (and 
society) and how environmental change, caused by climate change, may lead to biological 
change, which in turn may generate feedback loops back to the physical environment and to 
society.  

Secondary aims of ARCTOS:  

1.      The climate system: Improving understanding of climate change both globally 
and regionally. 

2.      Effects on the physical environment: Enhancing knowledge about the effects of 
climate change on Norway’s physical environment, including its effects on the built 
environment. 

3.      Effects on biotic systems: Identifying and quantifying the effects of climate change 
on marine, limnic and terrestrial ecosystems. 

4.      Effects on society: Identifying regions and sectors that may be particularly vulnerable 
to climate change over the next 30-50 years, and providing input for a national 
strategy for adaptation to projected climate change. 

5. Understand the embeddedness of climate change effects in Arctic marine ecology in 
global political, economic, legal and technological systems. 

Details of the present call:  

Petroleum exploration and production, as well as other human activities, are expanding in the 
Arctic. At the same time, climatic variability on several scales has been shown to affect the 
Arctic marine ecosystem. The ARCTOS Research Council is interested in funding proposals 
that fit into the overall program description (above), and can suggest how this knowledge can 
contribute to integrated management and monitoring strategies for the Arctic marine 
environment.  

Proposals should have a focus on PhD education and have a strong outreach strategy. The 
ARCTOS board aim at funding 1-3 proposals, and the total budget of the programme is 20 
mill NOK. 



The one-page summary 
 
The title: should be about the main deliverable 
  should be in a sentence 
  usually written last 
 
Acronym:  must mean something, e.g. BSE Sensor 
 
Background: educate the Evaluator! (this is the secret of writing proposals) 
  provide us with facts and figures to convince  that it is really urgent 
  we will continue to ask “why bother” until convinced of the idea 
 
Aim:  expansion of the title (3-4 sentences) 
 
Tasks:   
 
Deliverables: what exactly will you produce from the work? 
  who will use this? 
  what will they call it? (this is usually the title) 
 
Phases: phase 1: / phase 2: / phase 3: etc 
 
Partners: Partner 1: organisation, name, country and role in the Project 
  Partner 2: etc 
 
Budget: Total cost / EU contribution 
 
Duration: (in months) 
 
 
 
Norwegian evaluation criteria: 

1) Scientific quality 
 Quality, innovation, new knowledge 
 Objectives specific and verifiable 
 Clear issues and hypothesis 
 Theoretical approach, scientific methods and analyses 
 Knowledge about research fronts 
 interdisciplinary 

2) Project management 
3) The research group 
4) Candidate for grants / student training 
5) Feasibility 
6) International co-operation 
7) National co-operation 
8) Communication of results 
9) Relevance for the society 


